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 Craig Brian Larson shares the following in a book he wrote called Pastoral Grit: the Strength to 

Stand and to Stay: ñIn 1972, NASA launched the exploratory space probe Pioneer 10. According to 

Leon Jaroff in Time, the satellite's primary mission was to reach Jupiter, photograph the planet and its 

moons, and beam data to earth about Jupiter's magnetic field, radiation belts, and atmosphere. Scien-

tists regarded this as a bold plan, for at that time no earth satellite had ever gone beyond Mars, and they 

feared the asteroid belt would destroy the satellite before it could reach its target. But Pioneer 10 ac-

complished its mission and much, much more. Swinging past the giant planet in November 1973, Jupi-

ter's immense gravity hurled Pioneer 10 at a higher rate of speed toward the edge of the solar system. 

At one billion miles from the sun, Pioneer 10 passed Saturn. At some two billion miles, it hurtled past 

Uranus; Neptune at nearly three billion miles; Pluto at almost four billion miles. By 1997, twenty-five 

years after its launch, Pioneer 10 was more than six billion miles from the sun. And despite that im-

mense distance, Pioneer 10 continued to beam back radio signals to scientists on Earth. "Perhaps most 

remarkable," writes Jaroff, "those signals emanate from an 8-watt transmitter, which radiates about as 

much power as a bedroom night light, and takes more than nine hours to reach Earth.'" The Little Satel-

lite That Could was not qualified to do what it did. Engineers designed Pioneer 10 with a useful life of 

just three years. But it kept going and going. By simple longevity, its tiny 8-watt transmitter radio ac-

complished more than anyone thought possible. 

So it is when we offer ourselves to serve the Lord. God can work even through someone with 8-

watt abilities. God cannot work, however, through someone who quits.ò 

What a wonderful reminder to offer ourselves to the Lord as servants and not give up! As the 

Apostle Paul says in Galatians 6: 9, ñLet us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.ò  My prayer for us here at 1st Assembly is that we would not 

give up, that we would not falter.  But like just like Pioneer 10, we would accomplish more than any-

one thought possible! Yet I realize there are times when it is a struggle to move forward. We get weary; 

we get tired.  Sometimes we feel beaten down. So what do we do? Well, as the old hymn says, óTurn 

your eyes upon Jesus.ò  He loves you and He is with you.  And get this, the scripture says that ñHe will 

never leave you nor forsake you.ò If this is true, and it is, letôs ñturn our eyesò upon Him and hope in 

Him.  Look what happens when we do this: ñthose who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.ò  

Isaiah 40: 31. 

 

So may the Lord strengthen us that we would soar on wings like eagles and not give up!         

As always, be blessed, and be a blessing. 

 

 Pastor Jason 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

6th Annual Free Carnival 
 

Saturday, September 11th 
10AM-5PM 

 
FREE FOOD 

FREE INFLATABLE RIDES 

FREE COTTON CANDY  

FREE POPCORN 

STAGE SHOWS 

CLOTHES GIVE WAY 

PRIZES 

AND MUCH MORE!!! 
 

Fun for the Whole family 
 

First Assembly of God 

424 Stanton Street   Wilkes-Barre 

 

(Rain Date September 25th) 


